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WHAT ARE SOME
OBJECTS IN THE
CLASSROOM THAT MIGHT
BE USED TO MAKE A
RELIEF PRINT?

WHAT THINGS COULD BE
CARVED QR SHAPED TO
MAKE RELIEFS?

CuLay
Wooo
LINOLEUM
STOME
POTATOES
Wax
Rueger
CARDBOARD

What a Relief!

PROGRAM SUMMARY

Franz takes the art cycle to the playground where students help o
make a relief print that tells a story about their school by discovering
and recording textures and shapes that ordinarily would be over-
looked., Students choose a surface carefully while trying to imagine
where ink will stick when a roller is passed over it Franz demon-
strates the use of an ink slab wo hold the ink squined from the wbe, a
brayer to apply ink and baren 10 press the paper uniformly onto the
printing surface. Students draw an eanth on poly-plate and use it with
heart-shaped cracks in the asphalt, the bumps from a storm drain
cover and the treads of a fire escape—all which are inked and com-
bined into a final pnint. Water-based inks are emphasized for
environmental friendliness and clean-up. Franz reviews technigques
and demonstrates traditional methods of reliel panting in his studio.

BEFORE THE PROGRAM

Photocopy the EISONINERISIETETTEITRERFN Find differcnt
surfaces like a tennis-shoe sole, Swiss cheese, a sponge, a baskethall,
a rubber ink stamp. a woodcut, a piece of textured carpet, a coin, elc,
and explain that relief printing relies on bumps and holes to work
properly.  Any raised surface could be considered a bump—like
Lincoln’s head on a penny. Any depression can be considered as a
hole, hike the indentations on a golf ball, Ask the students 1o guess
which parts of the objects might print if they were inked with a roller.
In relief printing the printing surface is raised above the background;
the carliest known printed images were made from carved reliefs in
wood, stone and clay. Advise students to watch how Frang and the
students on the playground use the inks, tools and textured surfaces to
make a colorful mulu-layvered relief prim about the environment.

THE LESSON

Students are introduced 1o a simplified relief panting process as a
means of artistic expression.  Students who view the episode and
participate in the activities will be able w identify and use printmak-
ing tools o make simple relief prins. Awareness of  printmaking as
an artform is established and students are familianzed with the utility
and benetit of water-based inks in the printing process and are
encouraged to expenment with prnung.
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